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Hello everyone,

I hope that you were able to take advantage 
of the warmer weather during the season 
opener before the temperature dipped and 
dropped a blanket of snow during the last 
week of October.   With 3X the amount of 
hunting licenses sold than ever before, the 
woods are sure going to be busy, and the deer 
will be moving.

I have several key issues to discuss here.   First, before the early 
season even opened, the DEC was getting reports of dead deer in the 
Southern Zone.  The culprit was EHD, Epizootic Hemorrhagic Disease.  
It is a virus that is transmitted by midges.  The infected midge bites the 
deer, and within 36 hours, the deer dies.  This is most common in the 
warmer days of Summer and early Fall, when the “no see ums” are most 
plentiful.  After the first frost, the midges die off, and the threat ends.  

EHD is not transmitted deer to deer, deer to other animals, or deer 
to humans.  There were reports of dead deer being found in Westchester, 
Putnam, Dutchess, Rockland, Orange, Ulster, and Greene Counties.   
The Lower Hudson Valley seems to have been hit the hardest, but it had 
moved a bit North, well into the entire Hudson Valley by mid October.  
Over 1,000 deer have been reported to have died from it.

The next topic is about the DEC proposal for a “Holiday Hunt.”     
NYB had gotten wind of this proposal weeks before the DEC came out 
with it.   Other outdoor groups knew about it also, and issued similar 
early statements of opposition, such as we did.   The DEC must have 
listened, and preened down their original proposal, which was vague, 
if I am being kind.  

When the DEC finally produced their proposal, it was very different 
from what the first one was.  You, our members, reached out to us, and 
we listened.  We explained why we reacted as fast as we did, and why we 
reacted the way we did.

This issue is just one of many that NYB has had to head off before it 
got any steam behind it.  We care deeply about our sport and consider 
ourselves stewards of the land.  I also take pride in being transparent in 
every aspect of NYB.  Our original concerns had to do with; 

• Which implements were to be used?

• How long was the extended season going to run?

• Will it be statewide?

• Stress placed upon the deer (again, I reference 3X the amount  
         of licenses sold this year).

I thank all of you who voiced your opinion to us. Here is our 
revised, condensed response and concerns based upon the DEC revised 
proposal.  Our full response can be found on our Facebook page.
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“NYB, Inc. supports the addition of Archery Hunting 
Days, 12/26-1/1, referred to as the “Holiday Hunt” in the 
Southern Zone.

We expect the NYS-DEC to closely monitor the impact 
of the deer herd from a biological standpoint.  The DEC 
should utilize flexibility within WMU’s as necessary. 
DMP’s, carrying capacity, buck to doe ratios, etc…must be 
taken into consideration.

We also vehemently oppose any future plan that 
would use the “Holiday Hunt” days to justify reducing the 
existing archery season in order to allow the expansion of 
any superior implements into those archery-only days.

Plans for future expansion of the “Holiday Hunt” days, 
further into the Winter months, or into other Zones, 
should be made public within an adequate time frame to 
allow for discussion and input from interested parties.”

We have seen in the past how the DEC acts, most notably 
was when they wanted to stop the early archery season 
after 2 weeks, implement a 2 week muzzleloader season, 
then reopen the archery season.   This was unacceptable 
then, and NYB acted fast and this DEC endeavor never 
came to fruition.

The final topic I want to discuss is our social media 
platforms.

NYB, Inc. has Instagram and Facebook accounts. You, 
our members have responded in a gigantic way. I have seen 
some great pictures of people practicing, parents bringing 
the kids in the woods on the hunt, and of course, trophy 
pictures.

As the leading statewide organization in the country, 
we cannot simply exist as a run-of-the-mill online entity.  
We have put together a set of standards that must be 
met before a photo or video is put up on our platforms.   
These standards are no different from what you may have 
seen when submitting an article or photo to 
magazine.  

There are many people and groups 
who do not like hunting and will 
do all within their capabilities to 
paint us with a negative brush.  
We have a responsibility 
to ourselves, to our future 
bowhunters, and to the 
quarry we pursue to promote 
bowhunting in a positive light.   
Here are NYB, Inc.’s standards for 
submitting a video or photo to our 
online social media platforms:

• Pictures and videos must be tasteful in nature.   
Promotion of archery and bowhunting as a wholesome, 
family, and fraternal pastime is greatly encouraged.   
Practice sessions, nature walks, shed hunting, etc…

• Harvest photos and videos of animals should be 
tasteful in nature as well.   Animals should be positioned 
tastefully, in a natural surrounding, with all visible blood 
wiped away.  A bow or quiver should be placed over the 
entry/exit point depending on the animal’s position. There 
should be no tongues hanging out, no visible gut piles, and 
no protruding arrows from the animal.  Animals should 
not be placed in truck beds, on ATV racks, or in/on other 
vehicles.

• Absolutely no crossbows at all, EVER, not even in a 
funny meme.

I want to thank you all for participating online and 
growing our presence every day.  Keep up the good work.

As we head into the Winter, Spring is just around the 
corner.  With that so comes the Banquet.  We are planning 
on the Banquet to be held at Sunny Hill on May 1, 2021, 
and have already secured some great items for the auction.  
Hopefully we can get together, put COVID behind us, and 
celebrate all things NYB.

Don’t forget to have NYB as your charity of choice on 
Amazon Smile.

May God bless America and all who defend us both 
home and abroad. May God bless the United States Navy 
Fleet Forces Command. Semper Fortis!

All the best, Al.
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How to Help NYB
…without leaving your winter recliner!
By Richard Kirschner 

It’s been a very difficult year for all of us. Many in our 
NYB family suffered sickness as well as the loss of loved 
ones. In addition to the health issues, many suffered 
economically. The thoughts and prayers of the NYB 
Officers, Board of Directors and all the various Region & 
County Reps and Committee members have been with all 
of you.

As you can see we have returned to a hard copy of Full 
Draw (in addition to access on website). This was done with 
much Board of Director discussion as our income suffered 
in a big way this year and continues to limp along. Saving 
the printing costs on the previous two issues of Full Draw 
helped keep costs down. But we 
know how important receiving 
(a real) Full Draw is to so many 
(me included!). Besides the 
Banquet cancellation last spring 
which annually serves as one 
of our main revenue sources, 
the Dutchess outdoor show 
was also cancelled last spring, 
causing some additional loss 
in terms of new memberships. 
Another big blow to NYB 
was the cancellation of the 
February 2021, Tupper Lake 
Great Northern Ice Fishing Challenge which has annually 
provided NYB with a nice “mid-winter” boost to our 
income. As of this writing, we are still waiting to hear if the 
Suffern Show will be held. This event annually results in 
over one hundred memberships ranging from one year to 
two and three year memberships, Spikes (youth), several 
boosters and even the occasional Life membership! Even 
if the outdoor show management company (and venue, 
Rockland Community College) decide to go forward, 
unfortunately, as we’ve all learned, on a whim the Governor 
(and various other elected officials) can cancel anything 
they want at any time, often when seemingly not justified. 
This uncertainty also goes for our next Banquet. NYB 
could really use a boost at this time in order to continue 
our efforts to represent the bowhunting community and to 
protect and preserve the sport we all love.

So, “How can I help NYB from my winter chair?” 
For those of us whom have managed to return to some 
semblance of normalcy (not a “new norm”, a phrase I 

despise, but REAL normal) NYB could use all of our help 
to get us through this financially troubled time. Please 
consider any (or all) of the following. I know at this time 
of the year, many of us make charitable donations to our 
favorite organizations. With our status now as a 501c3, 
contributions / donations may be tax deductible for you. 
Please consider adding NYB to your list. Any amount is 
appreciated. You could send a check (mark it donation), or 
call Annie at the office (585) 229-7468 and use a credit card. 
Another way to help NYB right now is to call the office and 
request to renew your membership at this time (regardless 
of your expiration date). Annie will add the additional 
membership on to your existing term. Besides giving NYB 
the income at this time, it also saves us the postage on 
your next renewal. Lastly, in addition to the above, all of 
you could make a big difference at no cost to you simply 
by switching your current Amazon account to smile.
amazon which is the same Amazon you are used to. The 

difference is for every purchase 
you make through smile.amazon, 
once you select NYB as your 
charity, Amazon donates ½ % 
to NYB. This is NOT added 
to your purchase, it is directly 
from Amazon. After accessing 
smile.amazon, follow the links to 
select “New York Bowhunters” 
as your choice of charitable 
organization. My wife and I have 
both done this and small as the 
percentage amount is, it really 

adds up over time, and it costs us nothing!!! NYB has been 
in this amazon.smile program for almost a year, and so far 
has only resulted in a small amount of members signed up. 
This is a no cost program to you, and would help NYB for 
years to come. Please sign up today.

Any and all of the above are sincerely appreciated and 
will go a long way in helping NYB stay afloat as we try and 
regain traction financially. I hope you all have a Merry 
Christmas, Happy Chanukah and may we all have a better 
2021 as we slam the door on this past disastrous year.
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The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation sent this bulletin on 08/28/2018 03:40 PM 
EDT 
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Last year, 3,648 bowhunters from across the state participated in the Bowhunter Sighting 
Logand provided valuable data to aid DEC biologists with long-term monitoring of deer, and 
other wildlife populations. Participants logged 169,549 hours afield and recorded seeing 
123,207 deer, 32,209 turkeys, 2,282 ruffed grouse, 2,193 coyotes, 1,384 red fox, 1,591 
raccoons, 417 fisher, 331 black bears, 274 gray fox, 115 bobcats, nine river otter, and four 
moose. Examples of trend information for deer, turkeys and several furbearers are shown in the 
graphs below. 

 

 

  

For Release: Tuesday, February 4, 2020

DEC Acquires 525 Acres In Western 
New York For Wildlife Management
Parcel Offers Hunting, Fishing, Trapping, and Wildlife 
Viewing Along Scenic Clear Lake in Erie County

The New York State Department of Environmental 
Conservation (DEC) today announced the recent 
acquisition of 525 acres in the town of North Collins, Erie 
County, to create the Clear Lake Wildlife Management Area 
(WMA). The land offers hunting, fishing, trapping, wildlife 
viewing, and other recreational opportunities and becomes 
the largest State-owned WMA in Erie County.

“The new Clear Lake Wildlife Management Area will 
provide outstanding wildlife-based 
recreational opportunities for visitors 
while protecting important habitat for 
many local species,” said DEC Region 
9 Director Abby Snyder. “DEC will 
continue to work with our public and 
private partners to conserve critical 
parcels like this that connect our 
communities to natural resources.”

Transferred to the DEC by the New 
York State Office of Mental Health, 
the Clear Lake WMA includes the Clear Lake Reservoir 
and surrounding scenic property. The 43-acre lake offers 
excellent wildlife viewing opportunities and provides 
important habitat for turtles, salamanders, and waterfowl 
such as Canada geese, wood ducks, and mallards. The lake 
was constructed in the 1920s for use as a water reservoir for 
the former Gowanda Psychiatric Center and was later used 
by the Collins Correctional Facility.

OMH Commissioner Dr. Ann Sullivan said, “The Office 
of Mental Health is pleased to have helped the Department 
of Environmental Conservation transform an unused 
parcel of land into a magnificent wildlife area that will 
provide outdoor recreational opportunities for people and 
families in Western NY.”

An ideal location for wildlife habitat, the parcel’s 
diverse landscape includes mature forest, wetlands, 
brushland, and open fields that support a variety of 
species including ruffed grouse, wild turkey, woodcock, 
white-tailed deer, beaver, muskrat, raccoon, red and gray 
fox, and migratory songbirds.

Clear Lake WMA will be actively managed by DEC 
Region 9’s Bureau of Wildlife with the primary goal of 
preserving and enhancing the property’s wildlife habitat 
and providing active wildlife-dependent recreation. In 
addition, non-wildlife dependent recreational activities 
such as hiking, kayaking, and canoeing are also allowed 
as long as these activities do not impede or interfere 
with the primary wildlife management usage goals of the 
area. Prohibited activities at Clear Lake WMA include 
swimming, camping, horseback riding, mountain biking, 
target shooting, or the use of motorized boats, boat trailers, 
ATVs, or snowmobiles. Please check on-site signage for 
authorized activities when visiting.

Clear Lake WMA can be 
accessed on the north side of 
Genesee Road in North Collins, 
west of Route 75. The DEC recently 
installed two parking areas to 
improve public access to the site. 
The parking area located on the 
lake’s east side is designated for use 
by visitors hand-launching small 
boats, kayaks, or canoes. Please note 
that use of trailers is not allowed.

WMAs are lands owned by New 
York State under the control and management of DEC’s 
Division of Fish and Wildlife. These lands are acquired 
primarily for wildlife reproduction and survival, as well 
as providing for wildlife-based recreational opportunities. 
WMAs provide exceptional areas for the public to interact 
with a wide variety of wildlife species. There are 123 WMAs 
across the state, comprising approximately 235,000 acres.

Since the early 1900s, the WMA program established 
permanent public access to lands in New York State for 
the conservation and promotion of its fish and wildlife 
resources. Clear Lake WMA will be maintained by federal 
funding from the Pittman Robertson Act, now known 
as Federal Aid in Wildlife Restoration, which apportions 
revenues generated from the excise taxes on the sale of 
firearms, ammunition and archery equipment to state 
wildlife agencies for conservation efforts and hunter 
education programs.

Maps and additional information about Clear Lake 
WMA can be found on our FaceBook page.
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Wildlife Creations Taxidermy 
Studio
3515 Route 82
Millbrook, NY 12545
845-677-6887
Brian Primeaux
brian@wildlifecreates.com

Region 4:
Armstrong’s Elk Farm
936 Hervey Sunside Road
Cornwallville, NY 12418
Les Armstrong
518-622-8452
518-965-4868
elkfarmerd@aol.com
Homeaway.com
Green Island Rod & Gun Club
PO Box 25
Melrose, NY 12121
girodandgunclub@wildblue.net
Musacchia Broadheads, LLC
PO Box 63
Lexington, NY 12453
305-481-2873
john@musnbs.com
Norton Hill Wildlife Club
PO Box 652
Greenville, NY 12083
Tri Village Bowhunter’s Club 
PO Box 22 
Nassau, NY 12123 
518-477-4886 
chrisgarrity911@gmail.com

Region 5:
Denis Ryder, Sr.
122 Scotchbush Rd.
Burnt Hills, NY 12027
518-982-0894
ryderdenis21@gmail.com

Region 6:
Art’s Archery Shop
420 Williams Street
Oneida, NY 13421
315-363-1241

Region 7:
Legends of Fall Outfitter
7205 US Route 11
Tully, NY 13159
Jeff Bordwell
315-696-6766
jeff@legendsoffall.com

New York Bowhunter’s New York Bowhunter’s 
BOOSTERSBOOSTERS  
Tell ‘em NYB Inc. sent you!

The Bowhunter Booster Program was started in 
1993. We are proud to list the clubs, businesses 
and individuals who have become NYB Boosters 
to date. You can become listed as a Booster for 
a minimum of $30 per year by marking the 
membership application as “Booster” or by calling 
585-229-7468.

Jim McSwigin 
78 Sunset Trail 

Bronx, NY 10465 
718-792-8132

Kristie Leigh Farm 
182 Maple Avenue 
Goshen, NY 10924 

845-294-8041

John LaVelle 
235 County Route 1A 
Warwick, NY 10990 

845-324-8923

Joel M. Riotto 
Demarest, NJ 07627 
Andes, NY 13731 

201-768-4447

Tupper Lake Archers 
PO Box 752 

Tupper Lake, NY 12986 
Kathy Tessier 
518-359-9715 

www.tupperlakearchers.
bravehost.com

Michael Ventre 
8345 Creekend Rd. 
Colden, NY 14033 

716-941-6339

West Falls Conservation 
Society, Inc. 
Mike Ventre 
PO Box 490 

West Falls, NY 14170 
716-652-4650 

www.westfallscsny.org

Hawkeye Bowman, Inc. 
13300 Clinton St. 
Alden, NY 14004 

stickbowreed@earthlink.net 
hawkeyebowmen.com 

FaceBook:  
hawkeye bowmen inc.

Region 2:
Metropolitan Rod & Gun Club
162 Pacific St.
Brooklyn, NY 11201
John Jasilli
646-229-5140
jiasilli@gmail.com
John Jasilli, Esq.
708 3rd Avenue, 6th Floor
New York, NY 10017
john@jajasilliesq.com
Pro Line Archery
95-11 101st Avenue
Ozone Park, NY 11416
718-845-9280
Neil Kucich
info@prolinearchery.com

Region 3:
Backwoods Bass Guide Service
532 Peekskill Hollow Road
Putnam Valley, NY 10579
Paul Romanych
914-714-0838
fishnfinaddict@hotmail.com
Bob DiGiacomio
23 State Route 299 West
New Paltz, NY 12561
shorefisher07@gmail.com
Fox Studios Taxidermy & 
Booking Agents
3 Old Post Road
Cold Spring, NY 10516
845-265-2300
Info@foxstudiostaxidermy.com
High Woods Sportsmen’s Club
PO Box 93
Saugerties, NY 12477
845-246-4711
North Dutchess Rod & Gun
PO Box 728
Rhinebeck, NY 12572
845-846-3711
nrdgc-pres@peoplepc.com
Ti Yogi Bowmen
57 Mill Rd.
Hyde Park, NY 12538
Deborah Houston
845-229-7570
tiyogi.bowmen.com
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The Cleanery Laundromat
1801 Coldsprings Rd.
Liverpool, NY 13090
Craig Giancola
315-382-5658
bucbuster@aol.com

         AND
The Cleanery Laundromat
3969 Port St.
Pulaski, NY 13142

         AND
 Mexico Laundromat
 3262 Main St.
 Mexico, NY 13114
Flashing Feathers Bowhunters
258 Jersey Hill Rd.
Ithaca, NY 14850
Steve Barber
607-277-1543

Region 8:
Buckskin Bowmen
2613 Durling Road
Seneca Falls, NY 13148-9713
315-568-5422

Bill Fox & Son Construction & 
Remodeling
9346 South Street Road
LeRoy, NY 14482
585-356-4992
bfsonllc@gmail.com
Dave Peck
6469 Stone Hill Rd.
Livonia, NY 14487
585-519-2360
Ronald Scardetta, DDS
632 Ridge Road
Webster, NY 14580
585-671-4420
Sportsman’s Archery Club of 
St. Mary’s, Inc.
PO Box 319
Albion, NY 14411

Region 9:
Little Ridge Archery
8862 Ridge Road
Gasport, NY 14067
716-772-7753

Hawkeye Bowmen, Inc.
13300 Clinton Street
Alden, NY 14004
716-542-4136
hawkeyebowmen.com
phil.fleck@yahoo.com
Daryl VerHague
234 Chestnut Street
Fredonia, NY 14063-1604
716-672-6757

Out of State:
Ed Conolly 
17 Wintergreen Rd.
Mashpee, MA 02649
Cos Cob Archers
PO Box 351
Cos Cob, Ct. 06807
203-625-9421
edsmith@execsystems.com
Rick Jones
26595 Lucky Lane
Millsboro, DE 19966
717-419-1805
hunter_harley_jones@yahoo.com

Locey Creek Alapacas
12 Smith Rd.
Middlebury Center, PA 16935
570-439-2639
info@loceycreekalpacas.com
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Hello members, 
As I write this article, we are in the infancy of our bow season 
and already there have been some absolute studs taken! Here 
on Long Island, we have had more and more bow hunters 
introduced to the sport in recent years. With that said, we 
STILL have an abundance of deer in Suffolk County. As the 
season moves forward, it is vital for hunters here to continue 
to consistently harvest does (not just bucks) in order to keep 
the population under control. Environmental conservation is a 
huge part of what we do, and we must all be willing to make the 
proper contributions.
When it comes to preparation to the start of bow season I 
hope we all take the proper measures. This means checking 
equipment, stands, harnesses, and PRACTICE! I know myself; 
the last thing I want to see is a wounded deer roaming around 
with an arrow stuck in its hind leg due to the lack of practice. 
Find the time, get your arrows in and head out to your stand 
with confidence and determination. I wish you all a safe and 
successful season!

Mike 
Farrugia 
Mfarrugia@
gmail.com

REGION REPORTSREGION REPORTS

Get custom NYB merchandise @  
www.newyorkbowhunters.com
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It’s great that we have returned to a hard copy Full Draw 
(in addition to access on website). I really missed receiving my 
hard copy in the mail. And as a BOD member, I get to see a 
rough draft just before its finalized and still when I receive my 
mail copy, I read it cover to cover!! Old School…Please read 
the article I submitted elsewhere in this issue regarding our 
finances. This made returning to a hard copy a very difficult 
decision for the Board of Directors. 

On to local hunting stuff. Early reports were very positive. 
Our very own Super “Insta” woman, Samantha “Sam” DiVeitro 
of Orange County scored very early in the season with her 
bowhunting skills and put a big doe in her freezer. This was 
only the first of several bow kills for her this season! Samantha 
has put NYB into the 21st century by her hard work as part 
of our Communication Team. Another congratulations to 
longtime NYB member, Rafael Bueno, who killed a monster of 
a buck in his home county of Rockland. Both Sam and Rafael 
are very dedicated members who both annually assist at the 
Suffern Show and take part in running NH&FD and the Helen 
Hayes Rehab Center Archery program. Another bowhunting 
congrats to longtime member Mark Weller, on the success of 
his son’s taking his first ever buck. I encourage all to share your 
successes with me. We have many members that enjoy seeing 
these things in print amongst all the other social media craze.

Back in September I sent out a couple of emails to those 
of you whom have emails on file in your NYB information. 
One message was to let everyone know about the EHD 
epidemic throughout the deer herd in the counties that make 
up Region 3. The other message was an informal request to 
gain your point of views on the DEC proposed, Southern Zone 
“Holiday” hunt. Thanks to all of you who responded, it was a 
great assistance to me which I passed along to the BOD at our 
September meeting. Although there was a slight (very slight) 
preference to not have a holiday hunt, there were many who 
were neutral and also many that were very passionate about 
needing or wanting the additional days due to busy fall work 
schedules, vacations, etc. ALL of your input was helpful and 
assisted the BOD with a position that took into account the 
concerns that you expressed to us. And keep in mind this was 
not an official survey. I just needed quick feedback prior to 
a BOD meeting as this idea was unprecedentedly sprung on 
everyone by the DEC. That in itself, without an opportunity to 
have discussions by stakeholders with the DEC, causes the hair 
on the back of our necks to rise in warning. Those of you that 
have been around a long time know what I mean. Anyone else 
interested or confused, can call me for further explanation.

If you reside in Region 3 (or 1, 2, 4 or out of state) and 
did not get those two emails from me, NYB does not have 
an email for you (or you changed emails or it was blocked). 
Please call the main office (585) 229-7468 or email nyboffice@
newyorkbowhunters.com (cc me as well) and add your email 
to your information. NYB does NOT share or sell emails with 

anybody. We 
do not share 
them with 
marketing 
companies 
or any other sports 
organizations; ABSOLUTELY 
NO ONE. Your email is very important 
as it gives us the ability to quickly send out a 
legislative alert when a rapid response is needed. 

NOTE: For a mass (local) email from me (not from NYB 
itself) it will come from bowrichny@gmail.com. However, for 
any contact with me please use bowrichny@aol.com  Please 
make sure both are not blocked or sent to spam. Whenever we 
do this we get dozens of “bounce backs” which means you have 
not updated NYB with a new email, or we have a mistake in 
yours. Regions 1,2,3,4 & Out of State, please update email with 
NYB office if you did not get those two Sept emails.

From my family to all of yours, have a Merry Christmas, 
Happy Chanukah and Happy New Year, 

Richard Kirschner  
bowrichny@aol.com  
914 330 1419

SULLIVAN COUNTY REPORT
Some of the local sportsman clubs managed to hold 3D 

shoots towards the end of the summer so all was not lost to 
the pandemic. Hopefully, we can get back on track with a full 
schedule next year. As of right now, the winter archery leagues 
are still in question, so a phone call to the local shops would be 
advised after Christmas.

The Sullivan County Democrat had a number of pictures of 
local kids who hunted in the annual Youth Big Game Hunt and 
had some luck. They took some nice bucks!! The archery and 
firearms contests are soon to follow.

EHD has shown up in both Orange and Putnam counties 
this fall. Quite a large number of dead deer have been found in 
these areas, but hopefully the early frosts have put a stop to it.  
Harvest figures after the hunting season will tell how much of 
an impact it has had on the deer population.

Hope you have had a safe and successful season!! Enjoy the 
Holidays!!

Harry Walker, Region 3 and Sullivan County Representative 
149 South Shore Drive - Wolf Lake 
Wurtsboro, NY 12790
bowbender@hvc.rr.com
845 794 6752  

Continues on next page
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WESTCHESTER COUNTY REPORT
Merry Christmas to all, I hope everyone got to enjoy a truly 

organic field-to-plate turkey they harvested in the fall season 
for Thanksgiving, with a side of backstrap from our #1 target 
buck, of course. Well, we can dream can’t we?

We all have a lot to be thankful for this year, many of us 
have faced a year like no other and will be exiting 2020 stronger 
and better for it.  We faced adversity and a fear of the unknown, 
prevailed and made the best out of the hand that we were 
dealt. I myself dealt with a spine injury that ended up with 
surgery to my cervical spine in September, so instead of chasing 
bears, I chased my son around the block, walking thru my 
rehabilitation. Then in late September my family was blessed 
with the birth of our first daughter. So, you take the good with 
the bad and move forward, life goes on no matter what.

Hunters took to the woods in a record pace in NY. There 
was a 105% increase from 2019 in hunter education courses 
being completed in 2020, 40% of which were female hunters.  
The first 2 weeks of license sales generated 6.2 million dollars 
compared to 3.5 million from the same period last year.  I 
believe that to be a reflection on every one of us for being 
ambassadors of this way of life and for positively portraying 
this sport through educating non-hunters to the benefits of 
hunting, whether it be wildlife management, or an ethical, 
renewable, and delicious food source. Continue the good work, 
and every year, try to mentor at least one new hunter.

NY is floating the idea of a late, late season the last week 
of the year, something Westchester and Long Island already 
benefit from, as our seasons run continuously until December 
31. Hopefully by the time this hits print they will have decided 
if it is a go, so be on the lookout for that if you hunt north of 
Westchester County. 

Again, Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all.
Continue to be great and successful in all your adventures.

Randy Kyrk
Westchester County Rep
Rjjkyrk@gmail.com, @kyrks.hunt (Instagram, Facebook, twitter)
646 295-0890

ROCKLAND COUNTY REPORT
Hello Members. To say 2020 has been unique is an 

understatement. We are all reinventing the way we do things. 
Archery hunting has stayed the same. You still have to draw 
the bow in the presence of the critter being hunted and make 
that shot. From what I have been reading, many folks have 
seen hunting as a great way to get outdoors and collect your 
own non-GMO organic meat. I am all for that...BUT - NYS 
has added close to 125,000 (yes, that is not a typo, 125K) newly 
online certified hunters to the ranks. While it is a great thing 
to get more into the woods, there are some things books and 
online learning cannot teach. So I urge all of us experienced 
hunters, if we know any of the newbies, take them under your 
wing and show them the way. Rarely do hunters get second 
chances after big mishaps without injury to themselves or 
others. Covid has stopped all social events and with that two 
of our favorite events have not taken place; The Helen Hayes 
Hospital shoot and National Hunting and Fishing day. Maybe 
next year. Speaking of next year, be on the lookout for the 
promotion of our 2021 banquet. It will be bigger and better 
than ever. Hope you can make it.

Rockland has seen its share of EHD the last few months. 
It has reared its ugly head again and somehow, I have to think 
this is nature at work. If you have not heard of Epizootic 
Hemorrhagic Disease (EHD), please read up on it. It kills deer 
within 36-72 hours after being bit by the midge (an insect). The 
lower Hudson valley has been hit hard with Rockland getting 
its share. EHD causes a high fever and dead, or almost dead, 
deer will almost always be found by water where they go to cool 
off with the fever. DEC wishes for any and all who see deer that 
might have this disease to call the regional office and report it 
so they can map out the infected areas. Let nature do its work 
and do not help the deer get to deer heaven.

Now for hunting talk. I have been out a few times hunting 
out of a ground blind and it is a game changer. With the 
recurve they need to be close and I have passed some shot ops 
that if I had my Mathews, those deer would be dead. It has been 
exciting and really upped the game for me. The early winds in 
October forced all the fruit trees in our orchard to give up their 
bounty very early. The fattening for the winter has begun as has 
the pre-rut. Rubs and scrapes are popping up and bucks are 
getting ready to do their part. Be careful on the road driving.

Congrats are in order for NYB’s Instagram Admin Sammy 
DiVietro. Sammy was out there doing one of the things she 
does best; performing the Bi lateral pneumo thorax (thru both 
lungs) on the Odecoilus Virginianus. Hey Pres...Do I get extra 
credit for using big words? LOL. She made a great shot on 
a mature dry doe that was a great management decision for 
our deer herd. This woman continues to amaze me with her 
outdoor prowess. And this was only the start as she continued 
to fill the freezer as the season wore on! Congrats Sammy and 
keep up the good work. 

Congratulations are in order to one of our members who 
has always been there for NYB whenever possible. The reward 
came back in a BIG way for Rafael Bueno (see front cover of 
this issue). He used his sacred time off to scout, practice and 
pass up smaller bucks to get bigger bucks. Ralphy has helped at 
many Nat’l Hunting and Fishing days, helped numerous times 
at Helen Hayes Hospital in the name of NYB, and did some 
time in the booth at the RCC show. Ralphy connected with 
a giant buck that even the most accomplished hunter would 
admire. As far as where in Rockland; Ha! All I could get out 
of him was 3R. He made a great shot and this mature bruiser 
(rough tape green scores over 150!) died in eyesight. Great 
feeling when that happens. Congrats Ralphy, that is one heck of 
a buck. Well-deserved my friend.

In closing, if you know of one of the new hunters that have 
recently taken their course, reach out and try to mentor them 
as best you can. Let’s try to keep bowhunting a safe and fun 
activity. Pass on what you can.
God Bless out first responders, Police and our Military.
I do hope you got out and voted.
Shoot straight and see you soon.
Anthony Picariello
ADjam5@verizon.net
P.S. If there are any Rockland residents looking to get more 
involved with NYB and this quarterly article, reach out to me 
(email above) and I will fill you in on what is expected.
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DUTCHESS COUNTY REPORT
Well, as I sit here writing my report the temperature is 

hovering around 75 degrees. That would be beautiful if this 
wasn’t November! Anyway, most of the fall activities were 
canceled in my area, so there is not a lot to report. Fortunately, 
I have been able to spend quite a bit of time in the woods this 
year. I’ve seen a number of deer but have not been offered a 
shot. Hopefully, I’ll have good news on that front later.

I hope all of you had a very productive an enjoyable hunting 
season! I would also like to wish you all a Merry Christmas, 
Happy Hanukkah and a Happy New Year!! Lord knows we 
could use an uneventful New Year!!

As always, I would also like to mention two prominent 
Archery Shops in Dutchess County. They are Flying Arrow 
Sports of Carmel, and Northern Dutchess Archery of Red 
Hook. Also a big thanks to all our boosters out there. Check  
Full Draw to see if any of these valued members can be of any 
help. Please give them a call for their open hours.

A big shout out to our NY Bowhunters Instagram site!! I 
really enjoy seeing all those smiling faces with their deer. Please 
keep up the great work!!

That’s about it for now.  Stay Safe, Stay Healthy 
Keep “em” sharp,
Bob Ledrich
Dutchess County Representative NYB
ledrich@optonline.net, 845 266 0615 

PUTNAM COUNTY REPORT
I would like to wish everyone a happy and healthy New Year 

and holiday season. 

I hope everyone had a safe and rewarding deer season.  

Locally the deer herd has been annihilated by EHD and 
I think that it will take years for it to fully recover. EHD had 
no discrimination of gender or age class, it affected all deer 
and killed them across the board. The part that I really do not 
understand is the DEC’s handling of the situation. They did 
nothing and issued a statement that they will review the harvest 
rate after the season and determine what to do for next year. 
Throughout the season they were still handing out DMP’s to 

license holders. Even on the DEC’s website there was a warning 
about the virus but yet still continued to hand out additional 
DMP’s. I heard of a local butcher who would have had 200 deer 
through his shop by 12/1 and this year he had 20. I am still 
shaking my head at the lack of action taken.

Hopefully this country of ours resumes to some form of 
normalcy this upcoming year. Between Covid, the economy, 
the riots and all the division and hatred, I for one am glad that 
2020 is almost over. When that ball drops on New Years let’s all 
raise a glass filled with your favorite beverage of choice in one 
hand and with the other hand raise that middle finger and say 
good riddance to 2020. I can’t wait to finally see everyone in 
person, without feeling like an old west bandit wearing a mask.
Be safe and shoot straight,  
Richard Chizzik, Putnam County Rep
Richietix@aol.com 
845 633 2173

ULSTER COUNTY REPORT
This month I’m really at a loss for words! After 24 hours 

in the woods, I’ve not seen a single deer?? Could EHD have 
killed them all? Word going around is Orange, Rockland, 
Putnam, Dutchess & Ulster counties had at least 700 deer taken 
out of the woods by the DEC! We had deer running around 
all summer and all of a sudden they’re gone. DEC still issued 
plenty of DMPs. What gives? And to add to the mix, I know 
of a local farmer whom has a pest control permit. Local cops 
come out at night & shoot deer off his property. Guess they’re 
trying to get rid of all the deer around here. That would make 
the insurance companies happy. Give me a call if you have any 
other local info about this. I would love to hear some Ulster 
success stories.

Good hunting, stay safe and have a happy holiday season, 
Bob DiGiacomio, Ulster Co Rep
shorefisher07@gmail.com
845 901 1840

out my back 
door, but for 
some guys 
they only have 
a weekend to 
hunt and with 
everything 
going on with 
the kids and family they 
might only get out a few times a 
month. In some areas of high deer density, 
I could see a longer season. Anyway, what’s next for 
NYB?  Are we all going to be locked in again, will we be able 
to have our Banquet in the spring??? We won’t know until our 
great leader Andy Oz tells us what we can or cannot do. 
Hoping for the best
Take Care,
Ed Gorch
Region 4 & Greene County Rep.
518-634-7139  Oldbowman48@gmail.com

Hi Guys
Well here we are 2021, hope everyone enjoyed the holidays 

and had the chance to fill the freezer with a little venison. 
I’m actually sitting in a tree writing this report, hoping to fill 
my doe tag. I have been telling people for years that the deer 
population is on the downturn in parts of Greene County, only 
to be told that I am nuts. They see deer all over. The DEC must 
be seeing a drop in numbers if you now need a preference point 
for a doe permit. The change I see is more predators: Bear, 
Coyotes, Bobcats and now E.H.D The demise was first reported 
this September downstate with 7 to 8 hundred deer dying 
around backyards & ponds. To date it’s now 1,400 hundred 
reported. It started in October around Greene County with 20 
to 25 showing up around Catskill, Athens and Coxsackie. We 
had a good frost early November, and I hope that killed the 
small flies that spread the disease.

The last newsletter from the D.E.C related to deer was 
extending the black powder & bow season a week or two.  Each 
person looks at this from their own perspective.  I personally 
am not in favor of a longer season only because I can hunt right 
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By now you have venison in the freezer and your bow is all 
cleaned up and put away until next year.  Have you made notes 
for next season of what to do, or not to do?  Your preparation 
for next year’s hunt starts now.   

We are anticipating our Annual Region 6 Youth 
Bowhunting Camp will return next summer as normally 
scheduled, but that is a long way off.  We have to make it 
through this virus winter, first.  Do your part to stay safe and 
make every effort to reduce the spread of the Covid-19 virus. 
Then maybe we can return to our “normal” activities. 

However, the new “normal” is sure to include much more 
handwashing, as well as mandatory mask-wearing in public. 
There are going to be many changes to our lifestyles that will 
surely affect our outdoor activities. Whatever is recommended, 
we must all do together.  

As you visit local sports shops and outdoor sporting events, 
spread the good word of NYB. Sign up your favorite sports 
shop as a Booster.  Tell them of our Region 6 Youth Camp, and 
the Physically Challenged hunt we host in Edmeston. Then tell 
them how we have been helping American troops serving in 
the Middle East with our Camo to Camo program. Not only 
do we send gift boxes regularly, we send wounded veterans on 
free hunts. If you would like to help with gift box donations, 

or if you know someone who 
might qualify for 
the hunt, contact 
the NYB office.  

The 
New York 
Bowhunters 
Facebook 
Page still posts up-to-the-minute updates 
on what is happening around the state.  
Facebook also streams on our NYB home web page. Go to: 
www.newyorkbowhunters.com. 

Have you signed up a new Spikes member this year? Youth 
hunters are our future! Start encouraging interest in hunting in 
children in your extended family over 10 yrs old and take them 
out in the fall. 

I wish all you bowhunters not only a successful hunting 
season, but a most enjoyable and SAFE Holidays! 
Bill Snyder • bill4nyb@gmail.com
Region #6 Rep.
3012 Pine Ridge Road • Canastota, NY  13032
Cell #315.415.0966

Hello from Region 5
With hunting season in full swing here in the Northern 

Zone a few reports of a decent deer harvest are coming in; lots 
of good 6 points and a few 8’s and 10’s. As of yet I haven’t heard 
of any bears being taken around here, which is a little unusual.

I’m sure that with this Covid virus many clubs and 
organizations are asking what this coming year is going to 
bring as far as event cancellations. One that has hit us is the 
Northern Challenge. There will be no ice fishing derby this 
year due to not being able to meet the standards set by the 
State of New York. It’s sad because this event gives many local 
businesses and organizations a chance to make some extra 
money to help them during the winter when times are tough.

We are currently setting up our schedule of archery shoots 
for the coming year. Our Camo to Camo benefit shoot will 
be March 14th. July 17th is our traditional only day with the 

18 open to all 
classes. This is 
a fun shoot. Mt 
Challenge will 
be on the 28th 
and 29th of 
August.

Hope everyone has a safe 
and productive hunting season.
Dave McMahon Region 5

The Moon Shine 
Ranch Outfi tters

Come hunt our 220-acre preserve, 
Elk, Rams, Boar, also Pheasant Hunts. 

Fair-chase Turkey & Deer Hunts. 
Located in PA, just 2 hours from NYC.

631.345.0277  /  631.745.3235
www.themoonshineranch.com
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In Memory of  
Charles Giandana

From your NYB family.

DO YOU HAVE A FRIEND OR FAMILY MEMBER  
WHO HAS PASSED ON?

The New York Bowhunters’ “In Memoriam” program offers a 
unique and meaningful way to honor and remember a friend or family 
member with a $400 gift to NYB.

DONATION INCLUDES:
Custom plaque applied to an NYB Youth Camp Genesis bow 

with the name of the individual who passed, the deceased’s name is 
registered in the “In Memoriam” section of FullDraw, and the person 
purchasing the memorial will receive an appreciation plaque.

In Memory of 
Karl Lockwood 

1950 – 2014

In Memory of the  
Terry McSwigin 

Family 
Donated by Big Brother Jim

In Memory of  
Ty Moore

Donated by His NYB Friends
In Memory of  
Ed Fetherbay  

Donated by the  
Flashing Feathers Bowhunters

A tribute to those we have lost…A tribute to those we have lost…
In MemoriamIn Memoriam

In Memory of  
Philip Guarnuccio

Donated by David Klein
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Zaccheo’s Gun Smithing
215 River Road Ext. • Tillson, NY 12486 

(845) 514-0921 
www.zaccheosgunsmith.com 
zaccheosgunsmith@aol.com

We buy and sell new & used Guns

Scopes • Ammunition

Cleaning Supplies • Range Finders

Muzzleloading Supplies • Reloading Supplies

Hunting and Fishing Licenses are  
available for purchase.

Janet & Keith Betts Janet & Keith Betts 
Betts Kelly Lodge and CottagesBetts Kelly Lodge and Cottages

615 Storeytown Road 615 Storeytown Road 
Storeytown, NB E9C 1T8 Storeytown, NB E9C 1T8 

CanadaCanada
Telephone: (506) 365-7602Telephone: (506) 365-7602

Email: Info@BettsLodge.comEmail: Info@BettsLodge.com

Janet & Keith Betts 
Betts Kelly Lodge and Cottages

615 Storeytown Road 
Storeytown, NB E9C 1T8 

Canada
Telephone: (506) 365-7602

Email: Info@BettsLodge.com
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New York Bowhunters Inc. 
Membership Application 

 
  YEARLY MEMBERSHIP - $25.00 

 2 YEAR MEMBERSHIP - $40.00 
 3 YEAR MEMBERSHIP - $55.00 
 BOOSTER MEMBERSHIP - $30.00 
 LIFE MEMBERSHIP - $400.00 
 BENEFACTOR MEMBERSHIP - $250.00 (MUST BE A LIFE MEMBER) 
 YOUTH MEMBERSHIP - $10.00 (BIRTH DATE REQUIRED) 
 YOUTH LIFE MEMBERSHIP - $300.00 (CONVERTS TO ADULT AT 14) 
 

PLEASE PRINT 

 
NAME: _________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS: _______________________________________________ 
 
CITY: ___________________________________________________ 
 
ST: ______________________   ZIP: __________________________ 

PHONE: (              ) ________________________________________ 

COUNTY: _______________________________________________ 

EMAIL: _________________________________________________ 

SIGNATURE: _____________________________________________ 

MEMBERSHIP SPONSOR: ___________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

MAKE CHECKS OR MONEY ORDERS PAYABLE TO: 
NEW YORK BOWHUNTERS, INC. 

P.O. BOX 1157 
CANANDAIGUA, NY 14424 

 
VISA / MASTERCARD / PAYMENT OPTION 

 
CARD #: ________________________________________________ 
 
CARD EXPIRES: __________________________________________ 
 
SIGNATURE: ____________________________________________ 

MEMBERSHIP DUES ENCLOSED 
ADDITIONAL DONATIONS FOR: 

CAMO TO CAMO FUND: _________________ 
PHYSICALLY CHALLENGED FUND: __________ 
YOUTH PROGRAMS: ____________________ 
TOTAL ENCLOSED: _____________________ 

New York 
Bowhunters, Inc. 

Membership 
Application

$500.00 

5937 County Road 33
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SPIKE’S	NAME:		__________________________________PARENT/SPONSOR	NAME____________________________	
	
DOB:		__________________COUNTY/REGION:_________		EMAIL	ADDRESS:	__________________________________	
	
MAILING	ADDRESS:		_______________________________________________________________________________	
	
CITY	________________________________STATE______________ZIP_____________PHONE___________________	
	
SPONSOR	ADDRESS	(if	different):		____________________________________________________________________	

 

 
 
  

	

New	York	Bowhunters		
Youth Membership	

"Spikes" 
  

NYB’s "Youth Membership" includes all youth ages 17 and under.  Those between the ages of 12 to 17 will 
be considered "Senior Spikes."  Those under 12 join as "Junior Spikes".  All will receive our "Spikes" 

newsletter, which is geared towards hunting and contains items for the "Juniors" as well. 
 

Membership Includes: 
NYB Membership Sticker, Spikes sticker, Membership Card, and our Quarterly Newsletter. 

Prizes:  
Members who send in pictures, drawings, stories, etc. will be eligible for prizes.   

 
As the driving force behind preserving bowhunting in New York, it's our responsibility as NYB members to 
get our children and all young hunters involved in preserving and protecting our hunting heritage for future 

generations. 
 

Spikes membership is only $10 per year. 
 
	

Send Application to:  NYB Spikes 
   5937 County Road 33 

Canandaigua, NY 14424 

	  

	  

SSppiikkeess  needs your help! 
As you probably know, the earlier a youth is involved 
in archery, the stronger their support for the sport will 
be. NYB’s Youth Membership, “Spikes”, is available for 
only $10/year and includes a quality quarterly 
newsletter containing relevant archery and hunting 
material. Youths up to age 17 qualify for 
membership. We know the future of NYB is in the 
hands of our archery youth and a Spikes 
membership is a great way to keep them involved. A 
membership to NYB Spikes will encourage archery 
pursuits all year long. By supplying an interested boy 
or girl with a membership, you are not only 
encouraging them, you are helping to support 
bowhunting in New York. 

Each 10-page newsletter is packed with archery and 
hunting related topics. Here are some of the articles 
that appeared in the Spikes Newsletters in 2014; 

• Archery Tips 
• How to Find Antler Sheds 
• Archery Safety 
• How to Use Your Watch as a Compass 
• Basic Compass Reading 
• Archery Challenges to Improve Accuracy 
• Double Lung vs Heart Shot 
• Treestand Safety 
• Take Your best Shot (shot placement) 
• How To Age Living Deer in the Field 
• How Deer Survive the Winter 
• Post Season Scouting 
• How To Age Deer by Teeth Wear 
• Fun Activities for Junior Spikes 

Please consider gifting a boy or girl in your circle 
of influence with a Spikes membership. You 
never know, they just may be a future President 
of NYB!

 

MAIL APPLICATION TO:
NYB SPIKES 

5937 County Road 33 
Canandaigua, NY 14424

Welcome to

smile.amazon.com

Support your 
favorite charitable 
organizations.

0.5% of your purchase 
goes to the charity of 
your choice.

A new way to give 
generously to NYB.

SIGN UP TODAY AT SMILE.AMAZON.COM

Support New York Bowhunters  
just by shopping online.

Any purchase at Amazon will give 1/2% - 1% 
of your purchase back to NYB

and at no additional expense to you!
Simply go to:

www.smile.amazon.com

Create an account with a user  
name and password. 

Select your charity, which is: 
New York Bowhunters

You pay no more for your purchase and NYB 
receives 1/2% of 1% of all sales.

Don’t forgot to use 
SMILE AMAZON when 

ordering Christmas gifts 
this year!
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The Editors  
of Full Draw  

want your 
submissions  
for upcoming  

issues. 
Send us your  
hunt pictures  
and stories!

NEEDED 
PHOTOS &  

ARTICLES FOR  
UPCOMING  
ISSUES OF 

“FULL DRAW”

Send  
submissions to:

Cindy  
Phillips

Or via e-mail: 
NYBFULLDRAW@GMAIL.COM

Kirk Munn & Shelley Carson

Kirk.Munn@gmail.com

(506) 369-8845

6642 Route 8, Ludlow

New Brunswick, Canada E9C2H8

Spring and Fall 
Black Bear Hunts • Moose Hunts

Bear Claw Outfitters
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5937 County Rd. 33, 
Canandaigua NY 14424

Address Service Requested
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U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
Permit #298 

Rochester, NY

MEMBERS SHOTSMEMBERS SHOTS

Here’s a couple of pictures from 2 hunts I went on earlier this year. Red Stag and Russian Boar. 
Chris Ford - Assistant Region 6 Rep

My buddy Russell and I just returned from a great 
DIY Caribou Hunt. Alaska is amazing. Special 
Thanks to @tok_air_service for flying us back into 
the bush safely, and to my awesome wife Victoria 
Engel-Fowles for always picking up the slack 
for me when I travel to bowhunt. Couldn’t do it 
without her. Jimmy Fowles

Ed Gorch

Julia Romanchuk, NYB Suffolk County member and 
one of the co-founders of Long Island Babes and 
Bucks, keeping the doe to buck ratio in check!

NYB’s “Instagram” 
Queen, Samantha 
DiVietro, Orange 
County, once again 
making sure the 
family freezer stays 
full as she does 
every year!

MEMBERS SHOTS


